Summer 2017

VIKANG NEWS
Soldiers from the Mankato-based 2nd Battalion, 135th Infantry Regiment,
are greeted by their friends and families at a welcome home ceremony in
Bloomington, June 7, 2017. The Soldiers returned from a nine-month deployment to the Sinai Peninsula. (Minnesota National Guard photo by Master Sgt. Blair Heusdens)

PRESIDENT’S REPORT
Chief Warrant Officer 5 Brent Jensen

The 2017 NGAMN State Conference is in the rear view mirror but before we focus on the upcoming National Conference in September, please take a few moments to provide feedback on this
year’s conference. The survey can be found at https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/Y97TFMD.
Your comments are valuable and will be used to plan future conferences. The state conference
serves to inform members of the important legislative initiatives that affect the MN National
Guard and what each of us can do to voice our opinion to legislators. The state conference also
provides a venue for officers of all ranks to collaborate, share ideas, and create relationships that
will strengthen the association, but also the MNNG. Few venues offer junior officers the opportunity to gain “face time” with senior leaders as does the NGAMN conference.
As we enter the summer months, NGAUS has an opportunity for one Army and one Airmen to
attend the NGAUS Officer Professional Development Program in Washington, DC. There will be
two sessions; 6-8 Aug and 13-15 Aug 17. This ODP opportunity educates attendees on the role of
NGAUS, the legislative process, and key engagements with NGB senior leaders. Travel costs will
be covered by NGAUS. If interested, please visit contact myself at brentdjensen@msn.com or Mr.
Mark Martin at director@ngamn.org.
NGAMN and NGAUS are currently working to include changing the mobilization orders that
Guardsmen and Reservists are mobilized under for preplanned mission support. For example, our
fellow guard members, 2 -135 IN, deployed in support of the peacekeeping mission in the Sinai.
This is an example of a guard unit mobilized for a preplanned mission. Under the current mobilization order, 12304b, benefits such as reduced age for retirement, post 9/11 GI Bill credit, and
pre-mobilization health care are not included. NGAMN in partnership with NGAUS is working to
change this.
However, in order to have a strong voice in Washington, we need Soldiers to get involved. The
first step is becoming a member. Many voices make for a stronger message. The second step is
communicating with your elected officials. Tell them your concerns and what your recommendations are. Tell them how certain legislation will have a positive or negative impact to you and your
families. Change will not happen overnight. Some changes will not occur until we have retired
and moved on, but those who follow us can benefit. Our ability to make a difference diminishes
without membership and could make available benefits to our replacements much harder to
come by.

Thanks,
CW5 Brent Jensen

84th Troop Command
1st Lieutenant Tyler Anderson
2016 was a year of transition for the 84th Troop Command in the National Guard Association. 1LT Andrea Petersen and I (1LT
Tyler Anderson) are very honored and excited to be the new Brigade representatives for 2017. We understand there are huge
boots to be filled to continue representing the Brigade, but also share excitement for our roles and how we can expand the
presence of the Association.
At the 2017 State Conference, we were glad to familiar faces at the dinner and the meetings. There were also 3 Officers attending their first dinner. Afterwards, the consensus was planning to return in 2018.
The downside was that our total numbers were under 20 for the Brigade at the Conference. Some of the reasons we had heard
beforehand were that it was considered boring, or inconvenient. Recently, a survey was sent to those attending to find out the
general consensus after the event. When the results arrive, we’ll be surprised if we find anyone saying dueling guitars pulling
people from the crowd onstage would be considered boring or stuffy.
While our Brigade membership numbers in the Association are low, the number of attendees to the State Conference is lower.
These are both things that can change from all of us actively promoting NGAUS and what it does for our servicemembers in the
Guard.
Our challenge we face for the next year as your representatives is to get more involvement in the Brigade. This is by getting
more membership, and getting more people to attend the State Conference.
We hope to hear back about how we can better promote NGAUS in the Brigade, and hopefully do our part to continue the Association’s mission.

Company Grade Officer Representative
Captain Chris Stokka

Greetings NGAMN Members! As of the state national conference I will be the Company Grade representative for the association and I wanted to use this newsletter as an opportunity to introduce myself. I have been serving in the Logistics Readiness
Squadron of the 133rdAirlift Wing since I originally enlisted in March, 2006. In 2011 I received my commission and since then I
have been the OIC for Fuels and Vehicle Management flights at the 133rd and currently serve as the OIC for the Deployment
and Distribution flight. One of my favorite experiences since joining the Minnesota Air National Guard was participating in the
NOREX exchange. This was my first experience working directly with Army National guard members and, as a lifelong “Air guy,”
it was a truly rewarding experience working side by side with both Army and Air members and learning more about how the
Army side operates.
I am proud to say I have been a NGAMN member since I received my commission in 2011 and was the alternate 133rd AW
board rep in 2012. After a 5 year hiatus I am excited to be back on the board and help improve an already stellar association. As the company grade representative I hope to serve the association by first focusing on Membership, Membership,
Membership, in the company grade levels throughout the state. Throughout its history NGAMN and NGAUS have accomplished a great deal for the National Guard and Strong membership with our young leaders will be critical in furthering the
goals of the association. As a board member it will be my mission to inform our young officers of the benefits of being a
NGAMN/NGAUS member and encourage them to be active members. I look forward to serving!
Chris Stokka

347th Regional Support Group
Captain Elizabeth Clapero

Another year, another changing of hands at the Minnesota conference from Col Wentzlaff to CW5
Jensen. So much progress has happened over the past few years, and CW5 Jensen will surely keep
the ball rolling as we continue to push for more membership and making each conference better
than the last!
With that said, if you attended the conference this year in Mankato, please complete the survey
that was e-mailed to you. The completely anonymous feedback we receive is key to ensuring mistakes are not repeated and each event leaves everyone feeling energized about the association
and our purpose as soldiers and airmen in the Minnesota National Guard. In case you may have
deleted that e-mail, the link is: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/Y97TFMD
Most units within the RSG are preparing for a summer at the beautiful Fort McCoy, Wisconsin
where they will participate in XCTC. This exercise will allow our medical teams to practice in realistic scenarios, HRC to fine-tune best practices for Reception, Staging, Onward Movement and
Integration (RSOI), and the Finance and Headquarters to exercise their processes.
1903rd AQ is rounding into the home stretch of their deployment, as 1904th is preparing for their
own deployment in rather short order. A recent NGB decision to reduce the number of Acquisition
Teams in the country by half has the predictable result of a short cycle for deployments for those
working in the few surviving teams within the National Guard. Minnesota was lucky (and lucky to
have NGAMN advocates) to come through the restructuring minimally scathed. However, this is a
perfect example of the 2nd and 3rd orders of effect that occur when there is not enough advocacy
for the National Guard. No other organization will put forth as effective an effort to advocate for
the National Guard as NGAUS. No other organization will put forth as effective an effort to
advocate for the Minnesota National Guard as NGAMN.

The example above is only one of many of how the legislative teams work tirelessly to advocate.
Where failures may occur, they are minimized. NGAMN and NGAUS cannot do this work without
continued and growing support. As leaders, we have an opportunity to influence those around us.
Please consider that influence and how spreading the word on all the good work NGAMN does can
expand membership and help NGAMN become a more effective organization.

2017 Membership Enrollment Form
National Guard Association of Minnesota
PO Box 47132
Plymouth, MN 55447
Phone: 763-202-2151
Name_______________________________________________________________Rank_____________________________________________
Address______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
City_________________________________________________________________State_____________ Zip____________________________
Home Phone_______________________________________ Work Phone____________________________ Cell_________________________
Unit Assignment________________________________________________________ Group__________________________________________
E-mail________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Amount Due_______________________ (See table below) Make check payable to NGAMN send to address above
To pay by credit card, fill out the following: Check credit card type: Master Card [ ] Visa [ ] 3 Digit Code: __________________
Account Number:__________________________________________________________Exp Date:_____________________________________

Grade

O1

O2

O3

O4

O5

O6

O7

State

$ 15.00

$ 15.00

$ 20.00

$ 30.00

$ 35.00

$ 35.00

$ 40.00

National

$ 30.00

$ 45.00

$ 59.00

$ 72.00

$ 85.00

$ 108.00

Total

$ 45.00

$ 60.00

$ 79.00

$ 102.00

$ 120.00

$ 143.00

O8

WO1

CW2

CW3

CW4

CW5

$ 40.00

$ 15.00

$ 15.00

$ 20.00

$ 30.00

$ 30.00

$ 123.00

$ 139.00

$ 26.00

$ 35.00

$ 46.00

$ 59.00

$ 73.00

$ 163.00

$ 179.00

$ 41.00

$ 50.00

$ 66.00

$ 89.00

$ 103.00

Associate Member: $25
Newly Commissioned Officer and Warrant Officers receive free membership for period of one year and any portion of the year
in which appointed.
Active Life NGAUS Membership: one lump sum payment of $1,000.00 or over two years in four $250 installments.
Active State Life Membership: one lump sum payment of $250
For Retired Officers: NGAUS Life Member $125 State Life Member $50
GROUPS
1st Brigade Combat Team
347th Regional Support Group
34th Infantry Division/Division Separates
133rd Airlift Wing
148th Fighter Wing
Joint Forces Headquarters
34th Combat Aviation Brigade
84th Troop Command
Warrant Officers
Alumni Group

Vice President—Air
Lieutenant Colonel Lyle Rock

Thank you to those who attended the State Conference this past month in Mankato MN. The attendance was down a bit from
the previous year but there was a lot of good information shared during the business meeting and throughout the conference
and it proved to be a great time of fellowship and fun. Matt Pincus our guest speaker inspired us with hope as he spoke about
the key initiatives and priorities that NGAUS is pushing forward this next year. I spoke with several first time attendees, all of
which spoke very highly about their experience at the conference and how much they were able to learn about NGAMN and
how it supports its members. They also said they enjoyed the hospitality rooms and getting a chance to rub shoulders with
high ranking officers in a less formal setting. Major Jerry Herman said he felt it was “a great opportunity to stay in touch with
what’s happening both in Minnesota and at the national level.” A special thanks to all of those members who worked so hard
to put forth such a successful conference.
The budget continues to be one of the biggest issues facing the National Guard.
The Chief of the National Guard Bureau Gen Joseph Lengyel told a congressional
hearing last week that the “citizen-soldiers and Airmen of the National Guard need
timely and consistent budgets from Congress.” Gen Lengyel warned about the
effects that mandatory funding caps known as sequestration would have on
readiness and the force.
There is also legislation being put forward that would increase the maximum reimbursement amount authorized for travel expenses incurred by members of the Reserve Component to attend training outside of normal commuting distances. Specifically, it would modify the existing law by
allowing Guardsmen or Reservists to deduct from their adjusted gross income mileage, meal, and lodging expenses incurred
while traveling to/from their duty location farther than 50 miles. The passage of this important bill will provide Guardsmen and
Reservists the same tax treatment offered to other federal employees for their commutes and ensure they are not unduly penalized while serving their country.
Our next gathering will be in Louisville Kentucky September 7th – 10th, for
the 139th Annual NGAUS National Conference and Exhibition. I would encourage you to start making plans to attend this exciting event which brings
in thousands of National Guardsmen from all over the country and provides
many interesting guest speakers and entertaining events. This is a great
opportunity to engage on crucial issues facing the Guard and stay in touch
with the latest information effecting our force. We are still looking for two
Company Grade Air Officers that will volunteer to send on paid status, in
attendance of the National Conference. Please contact me or any other board member if you are interested in this opportunity. My contact information can be found at the bottom of the NGAMN.org home page next to Vice President (Air).
If you are not a current member of the National Guard Association or have not renewed your membership this year, I urge you
to join this incredible organization that does so much for us as National Guardsmen. We need you to talk to your fellow officers and get them to sign up as well so that we can increase and grow our support for NGAMN and NGAUS to ensure that we
have the equipment and benefits to sustain a Ready and Relevant force.
Please visit www.NGAMN.org for more information.
Respectfully,
Lt Col Lyle Rock

Vice President—Alumni Group
Brigadier General (Retired) Tim Kennedy

The Alumni Group hosted a dinner in conjunction with the NGAMN state conference in Mankato. There
were 41 people in attendance who heard from NGAUS legislative staff member Matt Pinkus. It was great to
have a good mix of retired officers and those currently serving. I sat with an active NGAMN member who
told me that, after she signed up, a fellow active member told her that the dinner was only for retired officers. That is not the case. One of the best elements of the dinner is the mix of people who attend. Our next
dinner will be the Holiday dinner which will be held on Friday, December 1st at the Embassy Suites in
Bloomington, MN. Put the date on the calendar and plan to attend.
Alumni Group members continue to serve through volunteering. An all Alumni Group is responsible for arranging and conducting a golf fund raiser, Tee It Up for Kids, which supports the Minnesota National Guard
Youth Camp. Last year the golf outing raised over $31,000 for Youth Camp. This year will be our 10th year
where we will add to the over $159,000 that has been raised so far. You can help by volunteering, golfing,
or helping find sponsors. Sponsors can donate items for the silent auction or raffle, or donate money to
sponsor a hole. Help us make 2017 the best year yet.
Several Alumni also serve on the board of the Minnesota Military Family Foundation. This organization uses the money it raises to help Minnesota Military families. In 2016, the Foundation paid out grants of over
$377,000 to 151 Minnesota military families (primarily National Guard families). There are several shoots,
motorcycle events and golf outings to raise money. Check out their website, minnesotamilitaryfamilyfoundation.org, for how to help out.
The Alumni Group is working to improve the database and increase Alumni members. There are currently
350 Minnesota national retired life members in NGAUS and NGAMN. There is also a list of a list of 374 potential retired life members. NGAMN will be conducting e-mail and mail campaigns to bring our retired life
membership over 400. The first e-mail campaign was initiated on 12 May to 141 retired officers, inviting
them to become life members of NGAUS and NGAMN. I will be asking retired life members to help by
providing names or contact information for those for whom we have names but lack contact information.
You can also help by asking officers you know if they are life members. The money saved through the exemption of retired pay from Minnesota state tax will more than cover the $175 required to become a life
member in both NGAUS and NGAMN.
Plan to attend the NGAUS conference in Louisville, KY September 8 – 10. The 2017 Court of Honor Induction ceremony will be held on Sunday, October 8th at Camp Ripley. This year, there will be 10 inductees. I
hope that you all have a great summer.
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Vice President—Army
Major Noelle Racette

Thank you for the privilege to serve as your VP Army representative on the NGAMN Board of Directors. I am honored, humbled and excited by this opportunity to grow our organization and champion the causes so important to
the Soldiers and Airmen of the MN National Guard.
I was able to attend the business meeting this year and was impressed by the amount of work that is accomplished
by the NGAMN on its own and as part of NGAUS. There are so many issues that are important to our Soldiers and
Airmen that many of us are unaware of or take for granted.
If you enjoy getting paid for four days for working two and want to keep it that way, join NGAMN and encourage
others to do the same. If you believe NG members should receive the same benefits for their deployment time as
Active Duty members receive, join NGAMN and encourage others to do the same. It is through our combined
strength of the state and national organizations that we can affect change in "DC."
Thank you,
MAJ Noelle Racette
VP-Army NGAMN

