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National Guard Conference
The National Guard Conference in August 2019 was again a spectacular
event, as these conferences usually are. Next year’s conference will be in
Boston starting August 28th, 2020 through August 31st and I hear that
the Governors Reception will be held in the Charlestown Naval Yard and
possibly on the USS Constitution itself.

MN Membership
at 67%

President’s Report
Lieutenant Colonel Lyle Rock
I am extremely excited to report that our membership at the
National Conference was 65% and I am even more excited
that after we released our new Lifetime Membership
Promotion a few weeks back, we are now sitting at 67%.
If you have not heard, we have fenced the money that
we received from our charity golf tournaments over the
past two years, to help subsidize a special promotion on
Lifetime Memberships for both the National and the State.
The cost is usually a total of $1,250, but for a limited time,
we are now offering them for a total of $750! If you are
interested in getting in on this promotion, please call 202408-5880 M-F during regular business hours and a live
customer service agent from NGAUS will get you setup.
Increased NGAMN membership is important to the
National Guard now more than ever and your voice allows
NGAUS to work for the equities important to the National
Guard and its members, both Army and Air! Here is
a great opportunity for our MN ARNG officers to get a
lifetime State and National NGAUS membership for a
substantially reduced cost. These lifetime memberships
still count towards our State Membership even after you
retire, and you will never have to pay another NGAMN or
NGAUS membership again. If you don’t have a lifetime
State and National membership, consider getting one now
and share this great opportunity with other officers for their
consideration also.

Board Update

I would like to provide an update on some of the great
advancements the board has made over the past two
years:
• Switched to a Web Base Accounting Software System
providing access to account monitoring for 4 board
members while providing more controls and security
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•

Audited our books for the first time in over 5 years with
no significant findings

•

Switched to PayPal allowing us to cancel our merchant
billing account, saving us $49 a month
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•

Migrated to the NGAUS database allowing for one
system of record and saving 100’s of hours on
synchronizing our old State database with NGAUS while
providing almost perfect accuracy

•

We started hosting a combined annual NGAMN and
MNGEA golf tournament raising over $10,000 during the
last two years, this year will even be better

•

We also started hosting a combined State Conference
with our Enlisted brothers and sisters maximizing
cost efficiency and providing even more networking
opportunities

•

Cleaned up our database addresses and emails allowing
us to reach more of you than ever before

•

Upgraded our VIKANG Newsletter for a cleaner and more
professional look

•

We are working on getting new Event Registration
Software to make event signups more user friendly

•

And finally, we hope to be moving to a 501 c 19 tax
exempt status allowing sponsors donations to be tax
deductible and for us to substantially increase our golf
tournament fund raising

I am extremely proud of the Board’s progress over the past
two years and want to extend my personal thanks to them
for all of the hard work they have put in!

VIKANG Newsletter

If you prefer the VIKANG Newsletter electronically, please
go to www.ngamn.org, sign in and click the “Subscribe
to the electronic VIKANG News Letter” link under Contact
Us (bottom left of the page). If you do not have an account
with NGAMN, you will need to register using a non-MIL email
address. This will allow you to receive the Newsletter faster
and save the association potentially thousands of dollars over
the course of the year in printing and postage.

After our last few VIKANG Newsletter mailings, we received several
hundred Newsletters returned with NO KNOWN ADDRESS and
we are unable to find the correct address at this time. If you know
someone who is not getting their VIKANG Newsletter, please have
them email director@ngamn.org and provide us an updated mailing
address and a non-government email.

Critical Board Opening

I also would like to report that we are in immediate need for a
Vice President of Legislative Affairs, this position has primary
responsibility for identifying and championing the state and federal
legislative priorities of the National Guard Association of Minnesota
(NGAMN) and is a critical member of the NGAMN Board. If you
know of anyone who might be a good fit, please have them contact
me and I can provide more details on the position.

National Conference

The National Guard Conference in August 2019 was again a
spectacular event, as these conferences usually are. I know I
speak for all those in attendance as I send a special thanks to
Executive Director Carl Willis for all the hard work he put in and for
making the Minnesota hospitality suite so inviting, he was a natural
and it was like he had done this many times before. Next year’s
conference will be in Boston starting August 28th, 2020 through
August 31st and I hear that the Governors Reception will be held in
the Charlestown Naval Yard and possibly on the USS Constitution
itself.
We all benefit from the great work our association is doing. Thanks
for your consideration and strong voice in actively working to
increase your respective organizations’ membership. I look forward
to hearing from you and would love to see you at our next NGAMN
event, the Officers’ Holiday Party on December 7th at the Embassy
Suites Minneapolis Airport 7901 34th Ave South, Bloomington, MN
55425 to catch up with friends and make new ones!

www.ngamn.org
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Vice President Air Force

148th Fighter Wing receives NGAUS Spaatz Trophy

Lieutenant Colonel Connie Armstrong
At the 141st NGAUS General Conference the 148th Fighter
Wing was recognized for its outstanding accomplishments
and awarded the NGAUS Spaatz Trophy. This trophy is
awarded for achievement of the highest standards of mission
accomplishment and combat readiness.
In addition, Ms. Meg Louwagie, a staff aide to Congressman
Collin Peterson, was also recognized at the NGAUS conference
for her continued support of veterans in Minnesota with the
presentation of the Patrick Henry Award. This award is the
civilian counterpart to the NGAUS Distinguished Service Medal
and provides recognition to local officials and civic leaders, who
in a position of great responsibility distinguish themselves with
outstanding and exceptional service to the Armed Forces of the
United States, the National Guard or NGAUS.

L to R: Brad Wood, McGough Chief Operating Officer, Jonathan
(Jack) Burt, scholarship recipient, Connie Armstrong, McGough Senior
Counsel,Tim Reiman, McGough EVP of Operations

The NGAMN scholarships were awarded to selected applicants
in August. Jonathan (Jack) Burt was chosen to receive
the $1,000 NGAMN Academic Scholarship sponsored by
McGough Construction Co., LLC. Members of McGough’s
Yellow Ribbon Committee presented the check to Jack at their
offices. Winners of the two $500 NGAMN scholarships were
Nathan Mandt and Taylor Pearson.

L to R: Maj. Gen. Donald Dunbar, NGAUS chairman, Meg Louwagie,
Maj. John Fesler, NGAUS awards committee chairman.
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Vice President - ARMY
LTC Jay Hackett
Does the headline “Federal Recognition Wait Times Drop” ring a bell? Excessive scroll processing times (without much or any
explanation) in the Federal Recognition process was having a detrimental effect on officer career management. More importantly
it affected the pocketbooks of the officers waiting on the scroll. It started out as grumblings, but as time passed the problem
at the Pentagon compounded. Legislators started hearing from constituent officers. Discussions during various Congressional
Delegation visits during the 2016 - 2017 time frame had this as a top topic of discussion. NGAUS heard you as did Congress and
in 2018 legislation mandating accountability for the processing of National Guard promotions was signed into law. This is one of
many successful examples of how you, your Association and your elected officials worked together to solve a problem. What do
we tackle next? That’s up to you.
These are exciting and busy times for the MN Army National Guard. With deployments, redeployments and intensive XCTC and
NTC rotations comes a lot of action, reaction and change. New and unforeseen issues will arise out of the next mission or change
of policy. More often than not the second and third order effects that inevitably flow out of policy change aren’t known until after
implementation. The first to be affected is at the Company level. We need better communication and involvement at that level in
order to bring meaningful issues to the fore. We need your involvement.
For FY20, I’m putting an emphasis on grass-roots involvement of our Company Grade officers in the process of communicating
issues to your elected officials through our Association. The first step in shining the light in the dusty and dark Company Grade
corners is to appoint an Army Company Grade Representative to the Board of Directors. CPT Chris Barich (1 / 34 ABCT) is
your man. Chris is exactly the kind of energetic and bright officer we need when it comes to championing these efforts. The
expectation is that the Association becomes enriched from the membership and voices at the Company Level.
So we’re looking to you, Company Grade Army officers, to step forward, be counted and be heard!

2019
National Conference

www.ngamn.org
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JOINT RESOLUTIONS COMMITTEE – 1LT Tyler Anderson

Vice President Legislative Affairs
LTC James Douglas

2019 NGAUS LEGISLATIVE
RESOLUTIONS COMMITTEE REPORTS

The National Guard Association of Minnesota
(NGAMN) was a big part of the 2019 legislative
resolutions at the National Conference in Denver. We
did a lot of work with our 2019 resolutions. We had
more resolutions than I have ever seen in my time
with NGAMN. A big thank you to 1LT Tyler Anderson
and COL(R) Larry Burda for their work representing
NGAMN on the 2019 NGAUS legislative resolution
committees.

I attended the Joint Resolutions with COL(R) Larry Burda at the
2019 NGAUS National Conference. This took place on Friday of the
conference, where all of us were gathered in a room and received a
listing of all proposed resolutions. It was my first time in this process, and
I found it exhilarating to take part in something as meaningful as helping
directly decide what Legislative priorities NGAUS would have in the next
year. Most resolutions were passed, as they were meant to clarify or add
certain language to proposed changes to law.
Minnesota submitted 9 joint resolutions, and our duty was to answer
any questions and sway the entire committee to support our proposed
resolutions. This was a big undertaking, but was made easier because
other states had already seconded the motions. With the read ahead
available, many states had already made their decision about our
resolutions and ours were all passed with very minimal discussion.
Overall, this was a great experience, and it was interesting to see the
next step in the life cycle of proposed resolutions. I recommend that if
you have something you want to change, add, or otherwise become
important to NGAUS, it’s worthwhile to submit to NGAMN. If it passes
at State, that resolution of yours will get the opportunity to be in front of
representatives of all States and Territories that make up our Guard, and
get the full support they represent in NGAUS to make your resolution
come to life and be placed in front of our Legislature.

NGAMN Summary from NGAUS Joint Resolutions Committee
Resolution NGAUS Joint Resolution

Title

Item

Action

Decision

MN-J-12

#14 Support DOMOPS Missions

Security Forces CUAS Resolution

New

Add

Approved, #14 C

MN-J-6

#18 Personnel - Training

Reduce tax deduction threshold for drill
travel mileage

New

Add

Approved, #18 J

MN-J-8

#20 Personnel - Pay & Benefits

Increase TSP contributions limits for
service members

New

Add

Approved, #20 BB

MN-J-11

#20 Personnel - Pay & Benefits

Prioritization of RC Space A Travel

New

Add

Approved, #20 CC

MN-J-4

#21 Personnel - Employment Rights

Reserve Component Employer Tax
Relief

A

Edit

Approved, #21 A

MN-J-3

#23 Personnel - Retirement/Veteran

Backdate Early Retirement Deployment
Credit

New

Add

Approved, #23 R

MN-J-2

#24 Personnel - TRICARE/Medical

Expand Tricare Reserve Select

1

Edit

Approved, #24 A

MN-J-1

#24 Personnel - TRICARE/Medical

Tricare Chiropractic Parity

New

Add

Approved, #24 M

MN-J-10

#25 Medical Operation Requirements

Burn Pits Accountability

New

Add

Approved, #25 E

MN-J-5

#20 Personnel - Pay & Benefits

Early Retirement Credit Under 12304b
Orders

K

Existing

N/A, See #20 K

MN-J-7

#27 Personnel - Technicians

Incentives Program for Full-Time Staff

F

Existing

N/A, See #27 F

MN-J-9

#24 Personnel - TRICARE/Medical

Direct Employer Payment for Tricare
F
Existing N/A, See #24 F
Reserve Select
These are available to view on NGAUS website. Go to Legislation / Resolutions / Standing Resolutions / and click “View JointPersonnel Resolutions.” 									
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AIR RESOLUTIONS COMMITTEE – COL(R) Larry Burda
All F-16 resolutions from all states failed. An officer who is on a committee which is presently working these issues told us that
passing these would delay their accomplishment if passed. All at the head table (NGB, NGAUS, etc.) agreed. We took their word
and failed them. All C-130 resolutions all passed. We passed 4 of the 6 NGAMN Air Resolutions for 2019.

NGAMN Summary from NGAUS Air Resolutions Committee
Resolution

NGAUS ANG Resolution

Title

Item

Action

Decision

MN-Air-1

#4 - F-16 Modernization

ALR69A

New

Add

Rejected

MN-Air-1

#10 - C130 Modernization

ALR69A

C

Edit

Approved, #10 C

MN-Air-2

#4 - F-16 Modernization

Expendable Decoy

New

Add

Rejected

MN-Air-3

#10 - C130 Modernization

C130 VECP

D or F

Edit

Approved, #10 D

MN-Air-4

#29 - CRTC Modernization

MOJO

New

Add

Approved, #29 D

MN-Air-5

#10 - C130 Modernization

Defueling/Refueling

New

Add

Approved, #10 J

These are available to view on NGAUS website. Go to Legislation / Resolutions / Standing Resolutions / and click “View Air
Resolutions.”
ARMY RESOLUTIONS COMMITTEE – 1LT Tyler Anderson
On Saturday of the conference, I attended the Army Resolutions meeting, where we addressed resolutions that were strictly
Army focused. In this meeting, the Army Task Forces had a representative on hand to give further interpretation of a proposal,
and to say whether their particular task force supports a proposed resolution or not. Minnesota did not have any Army specific
resolutions, so my job was to vote in agreement or against a resolution. Most resolutions were passed, but there were a couple
that did not seem like a big priority, and they were not passed. An exciting note was having the opportunity become the State
that seconded a couple motions which made Minnesota a Co-Sponsor, which were the M109 Howitzer Modernization & Fielding
proposal to modify the Paladin Integrated Management to include the M109A8 Extended Range Cannon Artillery (ERCA) whereas
it previously stopped at the M109A7 and the Survey Capability in Fires Formations to expedite procurement of a Lightweight
Azimuth Determining System. These were both passed, but it was exciting to directly take part in making these changes a part of
the NGAUS priorities.

FEDERAL LEGISLATIVE UPDATES

Early Retirement Credit for Reservists Mobilized Under
12304(b) Orders - The provision is currently included
in the House version of the 2020 NDAA, but not the
Senate’s. Both Senator Tina Smith and Amy Klobuchar
signed a letter urging the chairman and ranking member
of the Senate Armed Services Committee to support the
provision. The NGAUS article was shared on Facebook
and LinkedIn this past month.
H.R. 613/S. 164 “TRICARE Reserve Select Improvement
Act” - Both Minnesota Senators Klobuchar and Smith are
sponsoring the senate bill. Six of our Eight Congressional
Representatives are now sponsoring this legislation.
The NGAUS website has a form letter available for this
issue. We need your help to get Representative Angie
Craig and Representative Jim Hagedorn added to the list
of co-sponsors. We also need to encourage our those
sponsoring this legislation that we want to see this get out
of committee so it can go to the floor for a vote.

TRICARE RESERVE SELECT EXPANSION
MN Co-Sponsors for H.R. 613:
1

4th CD, Representative Betty McCollum (01/16/19)*

2

7th CD, Representative Colin Peterson (02/25/19)

3

8th CD, Representative Pete Stauber (03/05/19)

4

3rd CD, Representative Dean Philips (04/12/19)

5

5th CD, Representative Ilhan Omar (05/14/19)

6

6th CD, Representative Tom Emmer (09/06/19)
MN Co-Sponsors for S. 164:

1

Senator Amy Klobuchar (03/27/19)

2

Senator Tina Smith (06/19/19)

* Original Sponsor

www.ngamn.org
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H.R. 344/S. 30 “Chiropractic Health Parity for Military
Beneficiaries Act” – We have 1 of our 2 Senators
sponsoring this legislation. Minnesota Senator Amy
Klobuchar was an original co-sponsor of the senate
bill. We now have 4 of our 8 Minnesota Congressional
Representatives who have co-sponsored the house bill.
Please reach out to Senator Tina Smith, Representative
Angie Craig, Representative Pete Stauber, Representative
Ilhan Omar, and Representative Jim Hagedorn to get
additional co-sponsors from Minnesota. We want to see
all of our Minnesota representatives support/co-sponsor
this bi-partisan legislation.
This is my last VIKANG article as the Vice President,
Legislative Affairs. Over the past two years, it has been
a privilege and an honor for me to serve in this position.
As some as you have heard me say, we are in a unique
lobbying position when it comes to the National Guard.
We do not have enemies in any of the political parties.
In fact, our legislative priorities are often a rare example
of bipartisanship. This was on full display during my first
year with the unanimous passage of the State Sponsored
Life Insurance (SSLI) in the Minnesota House and the
Minnesota Senate. The Governor signed the SSLI
legislation into law to complete that bipartisan effort. Over
the past couple of years, I routinely attended the United
Veteran’s Legislative Council meetings on behalf of our
association and enjoyed having the privilege of bringing
our legislative priorities to the attention of the staff
members from Minnesota’s federal elected officials.
My opinion is that we will get the early retirement credit
for Reservists mobilized under 12304B orders as part
of the 2020 NDAA. I am also optimistic that the Tricare
Reserve Select bill would pass the House and the Senate
and be signed into law by the President if we can get that
one out of committee and to the floor for a vote. At this
point, the problem is not a lack of support. Rather, it is
a lack of attention and priority. I encourage all of you to
write to your elected officials and like/follow the National
Guard Association of Minnesota on Facebook, LinkedIn,
and Twitter to help us get the attention we need. I am
hopeful we can get one or more of these priorities passed
this year, so we can move on to other issues. I look
forward to seeing NGAMN continue to be proactive with
reaching out to our elected officials and making a positive
impact for Guard members in the years to come.
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CHIROPRACTIC HEALTH PARITY ACT
MN Co-Sponsors for H.R. 344:
1

7th CD, Representative Colin Peterson (01/28/19)

2

4th CD, Representative Betty McCollum (02/07/19)

3

3rd CD, Representative Dean Philips (04/29/19)

4

6th CD, Representative Tom Emmer (07/25/19)
MN Co-Sponsors for S. 30:

1

Senator Amy Klobuchar (01/08/19)*

* Original Sponsor

2019 National Conference

34th Expeditionary
Combat Aviation Brigade
CPT Gonsior
Nearly 700 Soldiers from the headquarters of the 34th ECAB, the 2-147
Assault Helicopter Battalion, and the 834th Aviation Support Battalion
were honored at a recent departure ceremony prior to their upcoming
deployment in support of Operation Spartan Shield and Operation
Inherent Resolve. These Soldiers from the 34th ECAB will provide Army
helicopter, unmanned aerial system, and fixed wing support to United
States Armed Forces and Coalition Forces. The Brigade will deploy as a
multi-state Army National Guard Expeditionary Combat Aviation Brigade
that includes Soldiers from units in Iowa, Ohio, Oklahoma, Nevada, New
Hampshire, Michigan, Mississippi, and Montana. This mobilization will be
the 18th deployment for Minnesota National Guard Aviation units in the
last 18 years.
Senator Tina Smith spoke at the departure ceremony and concluded her
remarks by saying “We know that this sacrifice is not borne solely by the
women and men in uniform today. Your spouses and children and parents
share in both the honor and the burden of your service.” Governor Tim
Walz was also in attendance at the departure ceremony and remarked
that “In a nation where eight percent are veterans and one percent are
serving, you’ve taken your place of honor.”

NGAUS Area
V Leadership
Changes

Minnesota is now representing Area V both at
the Chairman level and the CGO-Air level.
Major General Jon A. Jensen, Adjutant General
of the Minnesota National Guard, recently
assumed the responsibilities of Area V Chairman
of the National Guard Association of the United
States Board of Directors.
Captain Nathan T. Wallin, Aide-De-Camp for
the Adjutant General, was elected to the Area
V Company Grade Committee by NGAUS
members at the recent conference.

For the Soldiers of the 34th ECAB that will not be mobilizing with the
rest of the Brigade, sustained tough and realistic training will continue to
be the focus. The Medevac Company belonging to the 34th ECAB has
just recently returned from a successful mobilization, and the Heavy Lift
Chinook Company will participate in a National Training Center rotation in
the summer of 2020 in preparation for another deployment in 2021.

www.ngamn.org
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Vice President - Alumni Group
Brigadier General (Retired) Tim Kennedy

Holiday Party

The Alumni Group will host the NGAMN
annual holiday dinner on Friday, December 6th at the Embassy Suites located
on 34th Avenue and 494 in Bloomington.
Holiday dinner menu consists of a garden
salad, Champagne Chicken with roasted
grapes and leeks in a light cream sauce
with fingerling potatoes and asparagus.
Dessert is a Chocolate Mousse with
strawberries. Cocktail hour is from 6:00
to 7:00 pm, dinner at 7:00 with a guest
speaker at 8:30. The cost is $50 per person and includes 2 drinks. I hope to see
you there.

NGAUS Conference

I had the opportunity to represent the
retired and former officers at the NGAUS
conference in Denver, Colorado over the
Labor Day weekend. The event was
co-hosted by Colorado and Wyoming
National Guard. I will share the major
highlights with you in this report.
Approximately 4,000 officers and guests
attended the conference. The first
session of the conference began with
an Area V meeting, chaired by our TAG,
MG Jon Jensen. The purpose of this
meeting was to hear updates from the
Air and Army in the Area V states.
Maj. Gen. Donald Dunbar, the chairman
of the NGAUS board provided the
welcome and highlighted this years’
theme, The National Guard: An American
Treasure.
Military leaders from Slovenia, Jordan,
Indonesia and the Phillipines attended
the 141st NGAUS General Conference
as part of the State Partnership Program,
highlighting the program that matches
states with 83 countries around the
world. Slovenia and Jordan are paired
with Colorado while Indonesia and the
Phillipines are partnered with Hawaii.
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The first speaker was General Joseph
Lengyel, Chief of the National Guard
Bureau. He stressed 3 key requirements
for the National Guard. 1) Provide lethal
forces to combatant commanders
(operational force), 2) provide military
capabilities in the homeland, including
cyber, and 3) support Federal, State and
Territorial civil authorities.
General Lengyel paid particular attention
to the future of the force in his remarks
“We want to be leaning forward into new
and more relevant missions,” he said.
That includes space. Lengyel said he
believes the nation will create a Space
Force as a separate military service. And
he said he has been vocal in the belief
that the Guard must be part of the new
force. “There needs to be the creation of
a U.S. Space National Guard,” he said.
General James McConville, sworn in as
the new Army Chief of Staff on August
9, 2019, made his first official trip to this
conference and addressed the gathering.
He acknowledged the Guard’s “long,
rich history” while also stressing the
importance of the current role the
Guard plays in the nation’s defense.
He said, “The Army absolutely cannot
do what it does without the National
Guard.” The Army, in conjunction with
the National Guard Bureau, is seeking
the right balance for Guard forces
and leaders could see changes in the
coming months. Those efforts are part
of McConville’s biggest push as the new
Army chief of staff — to revitalize how
the Army treats its people.
McConville promised new equipment to
ensure that Guard units, along with other
Army units, are postured to win in future
fights. He also stressed that we are
moving from industrial age equipment
to information age equipment. This
is a major change. The procurement

process is also undergoing big changes.
The historical 15 to 20-year cycles are
changing to 2 to 5 years. The idea is to
get new equipment to the field to have
soldiers use it and provide feedback prior
to major production cycles. Other critical
changes include the movement toward
a single pay system, more flexibility in
assignments and promotions and the
need to tackle suicide by removing the
stigma associated with behavioral health
General John Murray, commander
of U.S. Army Futures Command, the
newest major command was the first
speaker on the second day. U.S. Army
Futures Command, based in Austin,
Texas, has quickly grown in its first year,
from a staff of just a dozen soldiers
and civilians to more than 25,000.
The command has a broad mission of
preparing the Army for future battlefields
by leading the development of new
capabilities, structures and concepts.
But that force still pales in comparison
to the network of the National Guard,
with armories in more than 2,600
communities across the nation.
General Stephen Wilson, Vice Chief of
Staff of the Air Force started his speech
with the statement that change is good.
Technology is changing for the benefit of
society, but that change is also creating
unique challenges for the U.S. military,

and specifically for all of the Air Force,
Active, Guard, Reserve and civilians.
The world is changing at an
unprecedented pace and scale that
threatens to challenge the U.S. role as
the nation’s strongest military. Wilson
urged officials from all states, territories
and the District of Columbia to speak
openly of that threat to instill the sense
of urgency the nation needs. “The key
is cyber and space,” Wilson said. “If we
lose either one of those, the Joint Force
loses.”
The conference heard a moving talk from
Jack Adler, a Holocaust survivor. A U.S.
Army veteran who served during the
Korean War, Adler volunteered to serve
his adopted country as a way to repay
those who liberated him. Adler survived
concentration camps in Auschwitz and
Dachau, the latter of which was liberated
by a force that included members of
the Colorado and Oklahoma National
Guards. He continues to be actively
involved with the Colorado Guard.
He was an eyewitness to one of history’s
worst atrocities. And as one of the few
remaining survivors of the Holocaust,
he issued a warning to leaders of the
National Guard gathered in Denver.
“The Holocaust ended 77 years ago
now.” “What has humanity learned from
the evil? Not much.” Hate continues
to permeate the world, Adler said. His

message was one of tolerance. “We
don’t have to love everyone, but we
need to respect everyone.” That’s the
key to the survival of humanity, he said.
Col Larry Burda reported that the Air
Separate Session featured Lt. Gen.
L. Scott Rice, the director of the Air
National Guard. The session opened
with rewards. The Spaatz Trophy for the
top flying unit was awarded to Duluth’s
148th Fighter Wing.
Lt Gen L. Scott Rice spoke about his
assessment of the Air National Guard
and his vision of its’ future. Most
important were its’ people which
needed to continue to be well taken
care of. Also, very important were
involvement in the new Space Command
and concurrent-with-USAF aircraft
conversion with the F-35 fighter and the
KC-46 tanker.
The Army Separate session featured Lt.
Gen. Daniel R. Hokanson, director of the
Army National Guard; Maj. Gen. Allen M.
Harrell, assistant Deputy Commanding
General, ARNG, of U.S. Army Materiel
Command; Brig. Gen. Ross Coffman,
director of the Next-Generation Combat
Vehicle Cross-Functional Team; and Brig.
Gen. Walter Rugen, director of the Future
Vertical Lift Cross-Functional Team.
LTG Hokanson, who became the Army
Guard Director in June, told us that

change is needed to ensure the Guard
remains a relevant and lethal force.
Guardsmen are receiving the most
dynamic and realistic training possible
through four combat training rotations
each year, Hokanson said. But the high
training demands placed on some units
— namely armor and Stryker brigades —
are creating their own challenges.
MG Alan Harrell of the Army Material
Command provided a sustainment
update. He stressed that we must hold
ourselves accountable for being ready.
In many cases, we have to get back to
the basics – PMCS, scheduled services
and resourcing units to sustain. At the
CTC, there is a Dirty Dozen list that
trip up every unit and we need to learn
from that and prepare properly. On
the sustainment side, Operation Patriot
Press, a CSS and CS focused mission,
will help make us ready and help with
retention.
BG Ross Cotton, who is running the
Next Generation Combat Vehicle
program talked about several things.
The new vehicle is being produced for
both the Army and the Marines. It is
being developed to deal with increasing
combat vehicle threats. They are looking
at optionally manned vehicles and
robotic combat vehicles. There is also
work being done on mobile protected
firepower – a light tank, and an armored
multi-purpose vehicle. We know that the
future battlefield will be networked and
synchronized. Protecting the network is
key.
BG Walter Rugen, Director, Army’s
Future Vertical Lift Cross-Functional
Team said he is looking to upgrade from
aircraft developed in the 1970s. BG
Rugen said, “Here’s my promise to you.
And here’s what we’ve told every senior
leader, we are not impacting Guard
aviation modernization to fund Future
Vertical Lift.”
continued next page

www.ngamn.org
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Potential adversaries have improved
their capabilities in recent years, while
the United States was focused on
counter-insurgency efforts in Iraq and
Afghanistan. Those capabilities have
closed the gap between the Army and
those it may be tasked with fighting.
“We need to generate standoff and
overmatch within aviation forces to bring
back lethality,” Rugen said. New aircraft
must be more lethal, more survivable,
have greater reach and endurance, and
be more sustainable, he said.
At the conference, there was
considerable discussion about
items in the 2020 National Defense
Authorization Act. The NDAA is currently
in conference committee to resolve
differences between the House version
and the Senate version. In the Senate
version, three provisions, Sections
1036, 1037 and 1038 would grant new
powers to the National Guard Bureau.
These sections are written by the Guard
Bureau, without input from the adjutants
general or the nation’s governors. In
his speech to the conference, AGAUS
President, Maj Gen Matt Quinn explained
the issues with the proposed legislation.
Section 1036 would grant the NGB
chief inspection authority over Guard
finances that come from the federal
government. “Currently, our Army and
Air Force have inspection authority over
our states. As adjutants general, we
welcome that oversight and work to
ensure the federal requirements are met
within our states,” Quinn said. “We are
manned and we are equipped by the
U.S. Army and the U.S. Air Force. We go
to war with the U.S. Army and U.S. Air
Force. So, who should have inspection
authority over the states? The U.S.
Army and U.S. Air Force. Not a bureau,
created and authorized as a channel of
communication between the states and
the Pentagon and Capitol Hill. “They
are not a command organization. They
are a bureau with well-intended Guard
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men and women from our states, but
who should not aim to be a command
element of our National Guard,” he
added.
Section 1037 would expand the authority
of the president, in cases in which a
state National Guard fails to comply
with federal law and policy, to limit or
completely bar federal funds from the
state and withdraw federal recognition
of Guard officers and/or units. The
president, who can delegate that
authority to the defense secretary, would
only be required to inform leaders of
the House and Senate Armed Services
committees and would not need to ask
permission to bar funds or withdraw
recognition.
Section 1038 would fully remove the
authority of governors to nominate the
property and fiscal officer for their state
and would require those officers to
have not worked within a state they are
assigned for the previous three years.
Quinn said the provision essentially
builds a brick wall around the entire
property and fiscal officer organization
in a state, placing it under NGB. He
described the proposal as “insane.”
“Do you all think that language came
from Capitol Hill? No. It came from the
National Guard Bureau, our channel of
communication to Capitol Hill,” Quinn
said. “And I’m forced to ask, does that
language benefit the soldiers and airmen
of our states, territories and the District
of Columbia? Or does it simply serve
to move NGB into a position of greater
control over our states.
“Look around this room,” he added
to the officers gathered in Denver’s
Colorado Convention Center. “Are we
organized by NGB regions? No. We are
organized by states, territories and the
District of Columbia and that’s the way
we should remain.”

The Retired Officer caucus featured
guest speakers COL Joel Garrison,
Former Legislative Fellow to Senator
Ron Wyden and Dr. Anne C.
Armstrong, Museum Director NGEF. A
legislative update was provided and
the air representatives elected a new
representative.
NGAUS membership achieved growth
for the 2nd year in a row. 14 states
or territories are currently at 100%.
NGAUS has added the capability for
providing automatic renewal. Minnesota
ranks 8th in the nation in retired life
members. We also rank 8th in the
number of officers in our state.
We heard reports from NGEDA,
EANGUS, NGYF and AGAUS. 97
resolutions were proposed to the
conference and 87 were approved.
Finally, the 2020 conference will be held
in Boston August 29, 30 and 31. The
conference should be great and the
venues for the events are iconic. Put
it on your calendar and plan to attend.
Fenway Park tour, a whaling tour and
a Salem muster tour. The spouse’s
luncheon will be a cruise on Boston
Harbor. The Governor’s reception will
be at the U.S.S. Constitution. Fun Run
at Fort Independence on Castle Island.
The State’s dinner will have a sports
theme with attendees wearing apparel of
their favorite sports team(s).

1st Armored Brigade Combat Team
Captain Chloee Carlson
The entire 1/34 ABCT team has had a busy year with a Brigade
Warfighter Exercise at Camp Ripley, MN and an eXportable
Combat Training Center (XCTC) rotation at Fort Hood, TX. As
the Brigade is preparing for our culminating exercise at the
National Training Center (NTC) at Fort Irwin, CA next summer,
I encourage you to remain engaged in all that the NGAMN
organization is working on and has to offer.
A significant purpose of the NGAMN and the National
Guard Association of the United States (NGAUS) is to
provide state and national-level advocacy for National Guard
servicemembers- whether it’s our benefits, equipment, or
other support that will improve our force. By having an active
membership you are strengthening these organizations’ ability
to advocate for your Soldiers and yourself. There’s a large
number of 1/34 ABCT members who are currently enjoying a
free, one-year complimentary membership because they are
new officers to the organization. Please consider renewing your
membership prior to March 31. Our state NGAMN chapter
receives some rebate funding from NGAUS for “early bird”
membership renewals prior to this date. These returned funds
are a great bonus for our local mission in Minnesota for our
Minnesota National Guard.

NGAMN’s next event is the annual holiday party in early
December in Bloomington. Check out www.ngamn.org
for more information. I have attended the past few years and
have found it’s a great way to stay connected to the efforts
of organization, catch up with colleagues, and meet new
members. Please consider joining us.
Let’s not forget about the annual State Conference in April.
Stay tuned on Facebook or the website as details will be
published soon for this much anticipated and well-attended
annual event.
Thank you for your commitment to this organization.

Be sure to follow the “NGAMN National Guard Association
of Minnesota” Facebook page. There, you will find legislative
updates, a great savings deal on lifetime state/national
membership, and event updates.

www.ngamn.org
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Season’s Greetings!
All Officers, Active, Separated or
Retired & Guests,

The Officers’ Holiday Party is right around the
corner, December 6th to be exact. Please join us
at the Embassy Suites Minneapolis Airport, 7901
34th Ave South, Bloomington, MN 55425, to
renew old friendships and make new ones!
The attire is Business/Business casual. It is a
great evening to break out that Christmas tie and/
or socks. Social hour starts at 1800 with the meal
served at 1900. Onsite parking is free. Come join
us for an evening of information and fun!
The menu option this year is Champagne Chicken
for $50. Pan seared chicken breast with roasted
grapes and leeks in a light cream sauce. This
includes a house salad and chocolate mousse
dessert, private bartender with 2 complimentary
drink tickets per meal selection.
To sign up, please visit the National Guard
Association of Minnesota’s website:

www.ngamn.org/holidaysocial

Suspense for reservations is December 3rd.
Sincerely,

Tim Kennedy

Executive Director
Carl Willis

Bylaw Change to Streamline Membership Structure

NGAUS members overwhelmingly approved a change in the association’s
bylaws that aims to streamline the membership structure.
The change, which had to be approved by a two-thirds vote, was made
on the final day of the 141st General Conference & Exhibition in Denver. In
doing so, officials sought to simplify the active annual membership dues
structure.
In the past, dues rates were based in accordance with officer pay grades,
meaning there were 15 separate dues levels. Now, the rates will be
combined into three classes: company grade, field grade and flag grade.
With that change adopted, the new NGAUS dues structure is as follows:

Dues Tier

National Rate

O-1, O-2, O-3, WO-1, CW2, CW3

$40

O-4, O-5, O-6, CW4, CW5

$80

O-7, O-8, O-9, O-10

$130

NGAMN rates will remain the same until a proposal to reduce the current
15 dues levels to 3 levels is voted on at the state conference next year.
To join or renew by credit card, please go to www.ngaus.org/
membership. To join or renew by check, please complete the form on
page 15 and return it with your check to the address on the form.

VIKANG
E-Newsletter

If you would rather receive your
VIKANG newsletter in your email inbox
and not receive a paper copy, please
go to www.ngamn.org, sign in and
click the “Subscribe to the electronic
VIKANG News Letter” link under
Contact Us (bottom left of the page).
If you do not have an account with
NGAMN, you will need to register using
a non-MIL email address.
You will receive each edition sooner
and you will be saving your association
money by reducing printing and mailing
costs.
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Membership Dues
National Guard Association of Minnesota
PO Box 131766
St. Paul, MN 55113-0020
Phone: 763-229-3984
NGAMN.ORG

Q

Active Annual Member
Grade

O1

O2

O3

O4

O5

O6

O7

O8

WO1

CW2

CW3

CW4

CW5

State

$15

$15

$20

$30

$35

$35

$40

$40

$15

$15

$20

$30

$30

National

$40

$40

$40

$80

$80

$80

$130

$130

$40

$40

$40

$80

$80

Total

$55

$55

$60

$110

$115

$115

$170

$170

$55

$55

$60

$110

$110

Amount Due:_____________________________________________________ (See table above)
Q

Newly Commissioned Officers and Warrant Officers: Free membership for a period of one year and any portion of the year in
which they are appointed. In addition, new accessions from other services are given the same courtesy of a one year free
membership.

Q

Associate Member: NGAUS:$45 – State: $25

Q

Active Life NGAUS: One lump sum payment of $1,000, in four $250 installments or ten $100 installments and an
Active Life State Member: One lump sum payment of $250. Call NGAUS at 202-408-5880 if choosing installments.

Q

Alumni/Retired Officers: NGAUS Life Member $125 – State Life Member $50 (Note, officers who have not “retired” and have
elected to renew their service obligation with the guard will revert to annual membership while they are on active status)

To Pay by Check: Complete the information below and send the form with a check payable to NGAMN to address above.
Name: __________________________________________________________ Rank: ______________________________________________
Address:_________________________________________________________ City | State | Zip: _____________________________________
Home Phone:_____________________________________________________ Work Phone: ________________________________________
Mobile: __________________________________________________________ E-Mail: _____________________________________________
Unit Assignment: _____________________________________________________________________________________________________
To Pay by Credit Card: please go to www.ngaus.org/membership.
– PLEASE NOTE –
MEMBERSHIP IN THE NATIONAL GUARD ASSOCIATION ENCOMPASSES BOTH THE STATE AND NATIONAL DUES
AS PER THE STATE ASSOCIATION BY-LAWS. YOU CANNOT BE A MEMBER OF THE STATE ASSOCIATION WITHOUT
BEING A MEMBER OF THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION. PLEASE CALCULATE YOUR DUES APPROPRIATELY.

www.ngamn.org
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Board Members & Staff
Executive Director: Mr. Carl K. Willis
President: Lt Col Lyle Rock
Vice President (Air): Lt Col Connie Armstrong
Vice President (Army): LTC Jay Hackett
Vice President Alumni: BG (Ret) Tim Kennedy
Vice President Legislative: LTC James Douglas
Treasurer: COL (Ret) Al Timm
Secretary: WO1 Shannon Siroin
Webmaster: MAJ (Ret) Christopher Kline

Calendar
Officers’ Holiday Party

December 6

NGAMN State conference

April 24-26

www.ngamn.org

