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St. Paul, MN 55111
See the registration form in
this Newsletter or online at:

https://www.ngamn.org/
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As most of you are aware, since accepting the gavel on behalf of Maj Kip Fondrick at our State Conference in Duluth last April, I
have continued to serve as the acting President of the National Guard Association of Minnesota. At the time, Maj Fondrick was
scheduled to return from his deployment in May, but has been detained for medical reasons at Fort Leonard Wood, Missouri
since his return to the U.S. I have had limited communication with him via email and his stay there continues, with his return home repeatedly
postponed. I think I speak for all of us that he remains in our most sincere hopes and prayers for a successful recovery and return home as soon
as possible. Meanwhile, I pledge to all of you that I will continue to the best of my ability, to serve as your acting President as long as necessary
pending Kip’s return.
As you will learn from this newsletter, the National Guard Association of Minnesota has a new Executive Director, CPT Mark Martin. I would like
to personally welcome Mark to the ED position and I am optimistic that his addition to the Board will greatly benefit our State Association.
Please welcome Mark at your next opportunity.
I would also like to personally thank CW5 (Bvt-Ret) Walt Schulz for his 14 years of dedicated service to the Association as our outgoing Executive
Director. From the time when Walt’s predecessor quit without notice and left several boxes of records on Walt’s doorstep, Walt picked up the
responsibility and has reliably helped guide our Association through 14 successful years since. These years included 11 years of the Global War
on Terror, including the highest operations tempo ever experienced by our current membership. This tempo severely impacted our attendance
at conferences but through Walt’s efforts, these events continued to be successful for Minnesota. Walt’s dedication to the Association was
beyond reproach and we all owe him a debt of gratitude for his service. No thanks to Walt would be adequate however, without also thanking
his wife Shirley. It was evident to all of us that she was always an integral part of the team and a critical contributor to the office of the Executive
Director and the overall success of our Association. The good news is that Walt is still a member of the association and we hope to see both him
and Shirley at future events, where they may actually be able to enjoy the events rather than working the whole time.
Each year, the President of NGAMN is supposed to state the goals they have established for their term. As your acting President, I have put off
this responsibility with the expectation (and hope) that Maj Fondrick would be returning at any time and I could work with him to establish
these goals. Unfortunately his absence continues and considering we are now half-way through our term, I have decided to put forth my goals
as your acting President. In part this is advantageous for me, because I can state some things that have already been accomplished and
therefore show some success. I will start by stating that among my goals is to improve our membership. This however should be one of the
primary responsibilities of every President (real or acting), without having to state it. As long as our membership is less than 100%, improvement
should be a goal. There are several ways this can be done, the most significant of which is by leadership example. Commanders in particular can
influence merely by being current members themselves who attend the conferences and tout the benefits of membership. Walt Schulz had one
of the best motivational lines for our young officers to hear from their commander: “All of my successful officers are members of the National
Guard Association.” Think about it. My other goals for 2012-2013 are as follows:
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Revive the state and national conferences. Attendance at both has been down, but beyond improving attendance, I want to make them
more productive as well as more enjoyable.



Update the Position Description and Contract for the Executive Director position, which had not been reviewed in ten years.



Modernize the VIKANG Newsletter.

Space does not allow me to expound on the “how” for these goals here, but watch for these changes to become evident in the coming months.
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Finally, there are three “must attend” events at which I hope to see all of you. First, the annual Officers Holiday Party, Friday 7 December at the
Fort Snelling Officer’s Club. Col Eric Ahlness will be our guest speaker, telling of his experience as the leader of the Agricultural Development
Team in Afghanistan during 2011-2012. This promises to be a wonderful evening of good food and fellowship and a great way to remember
Pearl Harbor Day. See inside this issue of the VIKANG News for more information. Second is the State Association Conference, scheduled for 2628 April in St. Cloud. Mark your calendars now for this event and plan a weekend. With no deployments on the books for the first half of 2013,
this is a great opportunity to revive our hospitality rooms, have a productive business meeting and cap it off with a great banquet. Get your
spouse/date/significant other and make a weekend of it. Finally the National NGAUS Conference will be in Honolulu Hawaii on 20-23
September 2013. If you’ve been to a national conference before, you shouldn’t need prompting. If you haven’t been, this is a great time to start.
The Hawaii NG has hosted in the past and done a great job and anybody who has been to their hospitality rooms at other national conferences
can testify that they do indeed know hospitality. Mark your calendars now for these three events and I’ll see you all there.
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NGAMN Group 10 (Retired Officers) Report
Tim Kennedy, BG (RET)

Holiday Dinner
The Retired Officers will be hosting the annual
Officers Holiday Dinner at the Fort Snelling Officers Club on Friday,
7 December. All Officers and Warrant Officers are invited to
attend. A registration and information form is included in this
newsletter and is also available from the NGAMN website. The
guest speaker will be COL Eric Ahlness, who just returned from a
deployment to Afghanistan where he commanded the Agriculture
Development team. Come share in the camaraderie and hear
from COL Ahlness.
Court of Honor Nominations
Nominations are now open for the Court of Honor Memorialization). The Camp Ripley Memorialization Board is now accepting
nominations for possible candidates to be inducted into the Court
of Honor Induction Program at Camp Ripley, MN. Begun in 1933,
the Minnesota National Guard Court of Honor/Memorialization
recognizes individuals for Heroism or Distinguished Service to the
Minnesota National Guard. A copy of the regulation covering the
Court of Honor (nomination forms are on pages A-1 and C-1) is
available on the NGAMN web site.
Court of Honor nomination timetable:







Nominations must be received by 1 April 2013. (Nominations
received after this date will be retained for future consideration.)
Nominations will be forwarded to the Adjutant General with
recommendations from the Memorialization Board for review and/or approval NLT April 15th.
Approvals returned to Memorialization Board NLT May 15th.
The Court of Honor Induction Ceremony will take place on
Sunday, 6 October 2013 at Camp Ripley.

Nominations can be e-mailed to kathy.radziej@us.army.mil or
sent to the following address:
Department of Military Affairs, ATTN: Chief of Staff Office, 20 12th
Street West, St. Paul, MN 55155-2004
Questions can be directed to Kathy Radziej, Admin Assistant to
Chief of Staff, MN Army National Guard
20 12th Street West, St. Paul, MN 55155-2004.
Phone: 651.268.8947, Fax: 651.282.4419
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34th Infantry Division Group Report
Yuan Hsu, CW2

The 2013 NGAUS convention took place in Reno,
Nevada from September 10 to 13. It was my first
time attending the NGAUS convention.
I learned about the convention from my friend CW2 Heather Case
of the Nevada Nation Guard. She was on her state's planning
committee for this year's meeting. Nevada really put on a wonderful show and the convention was a great experience for this
first timer.
The theme of 2013 convention was "National Guard: home town
force with global reach" and it really sums up our collective experience of the past decade since September 11, 2001. Along with
hundreds and thousands of National Guard Soldiers, I personally
have been deployed more than once. The statistics show that
over 50% of our NG soldiers are combat veterans. Currently,
there are over 60 state partnerships in many different regions of
the world.
After 10 years of war, the NG's budget has steadily increased by 1/3. NG soldiers have deployed over 800,000
times and over 700 of our follow Guard Soldiers have made the
ultimate sacrifice since 9/11. Today, there are still 26,000 NG
Soldiers on deployment oversea. We have become part of USA's
operational force structure, but cost far less (70% less compare to
RA) to the US tax payers. NG is not only part of the homeland
defense forces; we also provide assistance to each state during
natural disasters. This is an essential part of NG's character and
duty.
The NGAUS and state afflicted associations work hard to ensure
our collective interests. For the first time, NG is now a full member at the table of Joint Chief of Staff (JCS). Our 26th NGB chief,
GEN Craig McKinley has become the first four star General and
full member of the JCS. This is a remarkable and important
achievement. This reflects the growing importance of NG within
US Armed force and national political structure.
In the coming budget sequestration battle within US Congress, it
is essential to have NGAUS at our back. As the war is coming to
an end, the budget will be reduced and cut. Traditionally, NG
experiences about 8% reduction in budget at end of a war. NG
will need to decrease personnel cost and improve saving. The
task of balancing the cut without hollowing out our Army is the
greatest challenge to come.
(Editor’s Note—As of the time of publishing, our new Chair on the JCS and
National Guard Bureau Chief has been nominated: LTG Frank Grass.)
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Company Grade Officer’s Report
Michele McVenes. 1st LT MNANG
I am grateful to have had the opportunity
to attend the 2012 NGAUS Conference in
Reno from 9-12 Sept 2012. This was my first full NGAUS
event and it was helpful to realize the impact that the organization had on our nation. With the nearly 45,000 current or former Guard officers, NGAUS provides states and
our member’s unified representation before Congress by
providing nearly $1.8 million annually to support NGAUS
efforts in Washington, D.C. The event was an excellent
opportunity to get re-blued, receive mentoring by our senior leaders and have great networking opportunities with
fellow Company Grade Officers.
I was very impressed with the quality of speakers and the
level of leadership that attended the conference. The
NGAUS Board has done an amazing job with a variety of
events so one experiences much laughter, knowledge
about where the future direction of the Air National Guard
and a deeper appreciation for our nation. Particularly, I
appreciated General Ham, Active Duty Commander, U.S.
Africa Command, as he explained the current situation
throughout Africa and specifically about Joseph Kony from
the Lords Resistance Army. Also, General Welsh, Chief of
Staff, USAF as he told a story of a boy who started his career on the battle fields of Normandy learning to do the
right thing and knowing sacrifice for our nation. And finally,
our motivational speaker, Ondra Derry as he spoke about
individuals going from good to greatness and on practices
of exemplary leadership, our potential, emotional intelligence and Jack Welsh’s view on the qualities in a great
leader to get to the next level.
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This was an invaluable experience that I am confident that I will be able to benefit from for many years to come. This conference gave me the insight as to
what NGAUS is and why it’s such an important organization for any National
Guard officer. I am excited to have had the opportunity to learn that such great
support and education exist for the Officer Corps and I am eager to attend future conferences. I am elated to be able to share what I have learned with other fellow officers and would encourage anyone seeking a broadening experience to attend future conferences.

Webmaster Report
Carl Madsen – Major (RET)
We have some big plans for the website
(http://www.ngamn.org) most important will be the ability
for Group Reps to log in and see who are members in their
groups, and for individual members to be able to update their information and
find out in real time their membership status. Meanwhile, all the functionality
of the website remains; you are able to pay your dues or to join online under a
secure certificate using a major credit card. Legislative updates are current and
the link to the National website automatically builds an online message you can
send to your State and National politicians. Information on the upcoming conferences is available, and the Holiday Party flyer is available as well.
If you have ideas on how we can better use the website, or electronic communication
in
general,
please
feel
free
to
contact
me
at carl.madsen@gmail.com or 612-232-1022. Thank you!
Carl Madsen - 612-232-1022
Major (Retired) | carl.madsen@gmail.com

Upcoming State Conferences

I was astonished with how much was learned through the
vendors because of their detailed explanations about leading edge products and future technologies. There was everything from innovative technologies like advanced medical
assistance devices that the common person can use on injured personnel, to the newest Oshkosh machinery. I also
thoroughly enjoyed learning more about both the F-35 and
the F-135 engine and having the opportunity to fly in a
flight simulator and talk with a current test pilot.
The conference also had many entertaining activities
planned in the evening where one was able to both meet
individuals from every state and reconnect with past colleges from former schools and deployments. I found this aspect of the conference to be invaluable as I was able to
make contact with significant individuals in the industry and
learn about the direction that other units and programs are
going. This also afforded me the opportunity of time with
some of my most trusted mentors to receive career advice.
This advice will no doubt make me a better officer, but also
aid in the flow of office communication.

2013 NGAMN State Conference
Downtown St. Cloud Kelly Inn
St. Cloud, Minnesota
April 26-28, 2013
2014 NGAMN State Conference
St. Cloud, MN
April 25-27, 2014
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1st Brigade Combat Team, 34th ID
Ryan Rossman, CPT MNARNG
From August 2011 until April 2012, the Minnesota National Guard’s 1st Brigade Combat Team, 34th Infantry Division
conducted missions in Kuwait and Iraq. The largest deployment of Minnesota Red Bulls since World War II, the brigade, comprised of 2700
Minnesotans and 1400 soldiers from Oklahoma, Mississippi, and Tennessee, completed their historic mission by accomplishing three
major objectives: First, the Brigade was in charge of Base Management, ensuring five bases in Kuwait ran smoothly and provided life
support for U.S. Forces and their allies; next, the brigade was responsible for Force Protection, ensuring soldiers in Kuwait and the region were able to conduct operations safely; and finally, the brigade provided Convoy Security for the end of Operation New Dawn, the
largest logistical draw down since World War II. With the support of the Red Bulls, it was completed ahead of schedule and thousands of
soldiers returned home to the States in time for Christmas. Through dedication and professionalism these soldiers honored the Red Bull
legacy, once again making a profound impact on world history.
This was the second deployment of the 1st Brigade Combat Team to the Middle East region. The first deployment occurred in 2005-2007
and resulted in the Red Bulls having their tour extended for the ‘Surge’ in Iraq. This resulted in the 1st Brigade having the longest time
served in consecutive combat operations within the United States military, activated for 22 months, with a total of 16 in Iraq. Escorting
the last convoy out of Iraq on December 18th and completing the drawdown ahead of schedule, the Red Bulls once again made a profound impact on the history of the Iraqi conflict and proudly contributed to the legacy of the 1st Brigade Combat Team, 34th Infantry Division.
Major accomplishments during the deployment include:
Conducted Convoy Security Missions providing security throughout Iraq during the draw down phase of Operation New Dawn. Specific accomplishments include:






Developed a sustainable counter IED program that resulted in zero fatalities during the convoy operations in Iraq.
Escorted 359,000 personnel during Operation New Dawn Convoy Operations.
Escorted 27,000 trucks providing logistical and sustainment support throughout Iraq.
Conducted Convoy Escort and Security while traveling over 2.8 million miles.
Performed over 1,200 Sustainment missions into Iraq, while supplying 55.4 million gallons of fuel to US forces in Iraq.

Conducted a Base Management Mission consisting of 5 bases throughout Kuwait. The BCT was charged with providing logistics and life support to thousands of US Soldiers and our allies. Specific accomplishments include:

Billeted, managed life support and transportation for 16 BCTs, 25th ID G4 and numerous separate units totaling 81,300 Soldiers.

Processed 180,000 personnel into and out of Kuwait at the Logistics Support Area (LSA) Gateway.

Identified savings of 10 million dollars in annual contracts by reducing excess resources.

Collected and distributed nearly 7.5 million dollars of military clothing as part of the Clothing Reclamation Project.
Conducted Force Protection Missions ensuring Soldiers in Kuwait and the region were able to conduct operations safely. Specific accomplishments
include:

Provided 4 Officers for Ground Liaison Officer (GLO) IOT support the Air Force and Navy in Afghanistan.

Provided personnel for security missions at patriot missile sites in the region.

Conducted over 11,925 Quick Reaction Force (QRF) missions traveling over 82,264 miles in Kuwait.

Conducted over 335 Area Reaction Force (ARF) missions traveling over 16,721 miles in Kuwait.
Conducted Re-employment Training seminars and sessions IOT prepare our Soldiers for their return to civilian life.

As of 01NOV11 27% of FWD BCT Soldiers were reporting they were unemployed seeking employment. Through the training and resources provided by the BCT and State of Minnesota the BCT is currently sitting at a 6.1% unemployment rate; well below the State and National level.

As of 10OCT12 only 35 Soldiers are still seeking Chain-of-Command assistance.

Our primary focus will be on the individual Soldier, leader, and staffs in TY13. We will build strong and resilient teams, and reset a solid
foundation focused on Unified Land Operations through Decisive Action. We are using this time to build teams, develop subordinates, and
ensure we regain proficiency in the fundamentals. TY13 and TY14 will set the stage for the successful transition to collective training. Our
end-state is to reset the brigade and establish Soldiers, leaders and small units that are prepared to advance to squad/section and/or platoon collective training in TY14.
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148th Fighter Wing
Christopher J. Rogge, Capt ANG
Home from Afghanistan
Nearly 300 “Bulldogs” of the 148th Fighter Wing in Duluth returned home in late October 2012 from their recent deployment to Afghanistan in support of Operation Enduring Freedom. The deployment, which began in early August, is the
fourth overseas mission for the Bulldogs, but their first to Afghanistan. The 148th has previously deployed to Iraq in 2005,
2007, and 2008.
The Bulldogs mission in Afghanistan was to provide close-air
support to ground troops in the region. They joined the larger
451st AEW (Air Expeditionary Wing), and operated out of Kandahar AB, Afghanistan. 451st AEW provides close air support,
tactical air support, intelligence/surveillance/ reconnaissance,
tactical airborne gateway, combat search and rescue, and
aero-medical evacuation capabilities.
During this deployment, Duluth’s F-16s
flew over 1000 sorties with over 5000
hours flying time in
support of Operation Enduring Freedom.
Congratulations and job well
done!
Welcome
home Bulldogs!
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133rd Airlift Wing
Chris Stokka, 2lt MNANG
The always increasing technological capabilities of
the United States have provided Guardsmen with
opportunities that were never imagined in decades past. Advanced
computer hardware and software has paved the way for unparalleled
flight, surveillance, and communication capabilities while social media
sites like Facebook and Skype allow deployed members to connect
with their loved ones from across the globe. These opportunities,
however, come with challenges as cyber attacks pose a threat to the
Air Force cyber domain. To help counter these threats in the National
Guard, units have been designed with the role of combating cyber
warfare. Recently, Senior Airman Gunther Heeb and Master Sgt. Michael Wollenzien, two Minnesota Guardsman from the 133rd Airlift
Wing, transferred to the Kentucky Air National Guard to become part
of such a unit. These Airman are part of an innovative program
known as “Geographically Separated Persons” where they belong to a
unit in another state but will continue to work and train in Minnesota
at the 133rd. This new effort evidences how the National Guard is
continuing to utilize technology to evolve to take on new challenges.
The 133rd Airlift Wing is a perfect candidate for this venture as its
equipment and facilities are five to ten years ahead of other wings.
The 133rd looks to expand its role in the cyber warfare field by adding
its own cyber mission in the future.

Upcoming General Conferences

34th Combat Aviation Brigade
No Report
135th General Conference
Sep 20-23, 2013 in Honolulu
Hosted by the Hawaii National Guard

347th Regional Support Group
No Report

136th General Conference
Aug 22-25, 2014 in Chicago
Hosted by the Illinois National Guard
137th General Conference
Sep 10-13, 2015 in Nashville
Hosted by the Tennessee National Guard

JFHQ MN
No Report

138th General Conference
Sep 9-12, 2016 in Baltimore
Hosted by the Maryland National Guard
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*** ALL OFFICERS AND WARRANT OFFICERS, ACTIVE OR RETIRED AND GUESTS ***
Are Invited To Share Some Holiday Cheer At Our Annual
MINNESOTA NATIONAL GUARD ASSOCIATION

OFFICERS’ HOLIDAY PARTY
FRIDAY, 7 DECEMBER 2012
FORT SNELLING OFFICERS’ CLUB
395 Hwy 5 and Post Road, St Paul, MN, 55111
The Club is Handicap Accessible
ATTIRE is Business / Business Casual
COCKTAILS 1800 hours

DINNER 1900 hours

This is a time to renew old friendships and make new ones!
JOIN US FOR AN EVENING OF INFORMATION AND FUN!!
Our Guest Speaker will be COL Eric Ahlness. COL Ahlness led the deployment of the Agricultural Development Team to Afghanistan in 2011-2012. Come hear how this team demonstrated, as only the National Guard can, the great combination of
Civilian and Soldier skills.
MENU SELECTIONS
Prime Rib, 10 oz with Au Jus, twice Baked Potato, Roasted Vegetables/$31
OR
Parmesan Walleye, 9 oz sautéed in parmesan bread crumbs, Rice Pilaf, Roasted Vegetables/$31
OR
Vegetarian Linguini, w/marinara sauce, Roasted Vegetables topped with Parmesan Cheese/$29
NOTE: All entrees are served with House Salad, Rolls & Butter, Vanilla Ice Cream w/Chocolate Sauce, Coffee or Tea
Please Detach and Return this Reservation Form with Your Check Made Payable To
“ NGAMN Officers’ Fund” by November 23rd.
Name________________________________________________________________________
Guest Name(s)_________________________________________________________________
Address_______________________________________________________________________
City___________________________________ State_________________ Zip______________
Telephone (____)______________ E-mail:__________________________________________

Prime Rib [

MENU SELECTION (Indicate # of meals for each):
] $31.00
Walleye [
] $31.00
Vegetarian Linguini [

] $29.00

Total amount enclosed (Make check payable to “NGAMN Officers’ Fund”) $__________
Mail To: MAJ (Ret) Carl Madsen, 3819 Vincent Avenue North, Minneapolis, MN 55412
(612)232-1022 or e-mail: carl.madsen@gmail.com
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Thank You to All
Our Sponsors!
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2012-2013 Membership Enrollment Form
National Guard Association of Minnesota
PO Box 47132
Plymouth, MN 55447
Phone: 763-202-2151 Fax: 952-230-4716
Name_______________________________________________________________Rank_____________________________________________
Address______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
City_________________________________________________________________State_____________ Zip____________________________
Home Phone_______________________________________ Work Phone____________________________ Cell_________________________
Unit Assignment________________________________________________________ Group__________________________________________
E-mail________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Amount Due_______________________ (See table below) Make check payable to NGAMN send to address above
To pay by credit card, fill out the following: Check credit card type: Master Card [ ] Visa [ ]
Account Number:__________________________________________________________Exp Date:_____________________________________

Grade

O1

O2

O3

O4

O5

O6

O7

O8

WO1

CW2

CW3

CW4

CW5

State

$ 15.00

$ 15.00

$ 20.00

$ 30.00

$ 35.00

$ 35.00

$ 40.00

$ 40.00

$ 15.00

$ 15.00

$ 20.00

$ 30.00

$ 30.00

National

$ 30.00

$ 45.00

$ 59.00

$ 72.00

$ 85.00

$ 108.00

$ 123.00

$ 139.00

$ 26.00

$ 35.00

$ 46.00

$ 59.00

$ 73.00

Total

$ 45.00

$ 60.00

$ 79.00

$ 102.00

$ 120.00

$ 143.00

$ 163.00

$ 179.00

$ 41.00

$ 50.00

$ 66.00

$ 89.00

$ 103.00

Associate Member: $10
Newly Commissioned Officer and Warrant Officers receive free membership for period of one year and any portion of the year in which
appointed.
Active Life NGAUS Membership: one lump sum payment of $1,000.00 or over two years in four $250 installments.
Active State Life Membership: one lump sum payment of $250
For Retired Officers: NGAUS Life Member $125 State Life Member $50
GROUPS
1st Brigade Combat Team
347th Regional Support Group
34th Infantry Division/Division Separates
133rd Airlift Wing
148th Fighter Wing
Joint Forces Headquarters
34th Combat Aviation Brigade
84th Troop Command
Warrant Officers
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National Guard Association of Minnesota

C/O Mark J. Martin
PO Box 47132
Plymouth, MN 55447

Executive Director’s Report

Mark J Martin
Executive Director
NGAMN
PO Box 47132
Plymouth, MN 55447
763-202-2151 Mobile
763-230-4716 Fax
director@ngamn.org

We’re on the Web!
www.ngamn.org

It is my honor to be your new
Executive Director for our
Minnesota National Guard
Association. I am excited to hit
the ground running, and I have a
lot of new and exciting ideas.
My first effort has been to focus
on an improved newsletter, which
showcases one of our primary
communication methods with our
membership. By re-engineering
the way we communicate, we can
begin to improve our overall
communication idealogy.
Second, our focus for the next
year will be increasing

membership. We are tracking at
about 50% membership here in the
state of Minnesota, and I think that
we owe it to ourselves to improve
upon that. I will work to partner
with each group rep and the
commanders of each Major
Subordinate Command to help get
our membership up to higher
levels each year.
Last but not least, as we look at
ways to get more of our
membership involved, I plan to
improve our database management
system in order to foster more of
a pro-active approach toward
renewals and membership tracking.

I know that our Group
Representatives out there in the
trenches are focused on this every
day, and I plan to work closely
with them in order to improve our
communications overall.
Thanks again, and I look forward
to seeing you out out in the units
across the state over the next
couple of years!

Mark J. Martin
CPT, MNARNG
Executive Director

